
 
 

September 27, 2021 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

Chicago Public Schools (CPS) is committed to keeping you informed of the most current developments regarding COVID-
19. There have been four confirmed cases of COVID-19 at our school, in which each class was quarantined.  All 

classrooms were returned to remote learning until CPS Contact Tracing Department completed the 
investigation.  All close contacts and parents were notified. According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, a close contact is defined as being within six feet of a COVID-19-positive 
person with or without a mask for 15 or more minutes within a 24-hour period. All classrooms and 
touchpoints were deep cleaned.  Today, CPS completed their investigations and all classes will 
return to in-person learning this week. 
 

As a reminder, we can slow the spread of COVID-19 as a CPS school community by getting vaccinated, social distancing 
whenever possible, wearing masks in public, washing our hands thoroughly, and avoiding close contact with people who 
are sick. For district updates and resources, visit www.cps.edu.  If you need help locating medical care or have any CPS-
specific questions, please reach out to the Healthy CPS Hotline at 773-553-KIDS (5437) which is staffed 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 
 

Proof of COVID-19 Vaccination 

All Chicagoans age 12 and older are now eligible to get vaccinated against COVID-19.  If you have not done so already, 
parents are asked to bring proof of their child’s COVID-19 vaccination to the school.  The school will copy the vaccination 
card, return it to you and update your child’s health records in the system.  In the event of quarantine, all unvaccinated 
students will be required to quarantine and return to remote learning for 14 days.  Students who are fully vaccinated, will 
not be required to quarantine and will continue to attend school in-person.  However, the CDC recommends that you get 
a COVID-19 test three to five days after exposure. 
 

COVID-19 Testing for Students 

CPS will offer on-site COVID testing at all schools for staff and students (with parent consent). Testing is voluntary. 
COVID-19 testing will be conducted on Wednesdays from 1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. in Room 118.  A parent or guardian 
must register any minor under 18 years of age by clicking the link:  https://home.color.com/covid/sign-
up/start?partner=tf-car-609837-students.   Parents/guardians will be given a one-time consent and Health Insurance 
Portability and Accountability Act (“HIPAA”) authorization to share your child’s results with the school and district.  
 

All student athletes in grades 5-12 will be required to either submit proof of their COVID-19 vaccination (if they are eligible) 
or participate in weekly COVID-19 testing at school during their sports season. Any child who is fully vaccinated will be 
exempt from the weekly COVID-19 testing requirement to participate in sports. Through vaccinations and regular testing, 
we can help prevent the spread of COVID-19 among our student athletes while allowing them to participate in the activities 
they so dearly love. 
 

Frequently Asked Student Testing Questions 

 Why is my child’s school testing for COVID-19? 
o Regular testing is a safe, effective way to help prevent the spread of COVID-19 and help keep our schools 

open for in-person learning. Many people with COVID-19, especially children and teens, don’t have 
symptoms but can still spread the virus, so regular testing helps find infections before they can spread to 
others. This is especially important for children under 12 years old who are not yet able to get vaccinated 
against COVID-19, families and staff with younger children at home, and others who are not vaccinated 
or are otherwise at risk for getting seriously sick from COVID-19. Regular testing will help us keep 
students in the classroom and allow students to take part in the other activities they love. 

 Does my child have to get tested to attend school in person? 

o No, COVID-19 tests are optional, although strongly encouraged, especially for those who are 
unvaccinated. Students will not be tested without both the student and guardian giving their consent. 

 Does my child have to get tested to take part in school sports and extracurricular activities? 

o  COVID-19 tests are required to take part in school sports. Student athletes must get tested once per week 
to be eligible to play in upcoming games.  

 What if I consent to my child being tested and then on the day of testing my child refuses? 
o A child can refuse to be tested even if their parent has consented. They can simply decline the test when it 

is offered to them during the school day. Please note that testing is mandatory for unvaccinated student 
athletes and if an athlete declines a test, this may limit their sports participation.   

 

https://www.cps.edu/
https://home.color.com/covid/sign-up/start?partner=tf-car-609837-students
https://home.color.com/covid/sign-up/start?partner=tf-car-609837-students


 How will the school protect my child’s privacy? 
o Testing results will be shared only for public health purposes, which may include notifying close contacts 

that they may have been exposed to COVID-19 and taking other steps to prevent the further spread of 
COVID-19 in your school community. Information sharing and notifying of contacts will be done in a 
way that protects your child’s privacy. Sharing of information about your child will only be done in 
accordance with applicable law and policies protecting student privacy and the security of your child’s 
data. 

 How soon will the parent/guardian be notified that his/her child is being tested for the day?  

o Each school will have a consistent testing schedule and can expect that their child will be offered testing 
weekly if consent has been provided.  

 How do I find my students email address or student ID? 

o Student email address - All students are issued a CPS account upon enrollment; however, students who 
have never logged in to their account will need to claim their account before they can access their email 
and other CPS applications.  See more information about claiming CPS accounts here. 

o Student ID - All CPS students are issued a student ID.  Student IDs can be obtained from the student’s 
school or by logging in to Parent Portal (Aspen) and navigating to the “Family” tab.  

 How frequently will my child be tested? 
o Our regular testing will take place every week. 

 Will my child miss class to get tested? 

o No, testing shouldn’t interfere with your child’s school schedule. The test is quick and easy, and students 
will be able to fit the test into their day without disrupting learning. The entire testing process should 
take approximately five minutes.  

 Can I test my own child? 
o No, the testing must be done under the supervision of a healthcare professional. 

 What if my child tests positive? 

o We will ask you to keep your child home. You will be asked to provide information about your child’s 
close contacts so that everyone who has been exposed can be notified. We will be in touch to discuss 
medical care and other support for your child and family.  

 What if someone in my child’s school tests positive? 
o CPS contact tracing will be reaching out to you via email if your child was deemed a close contact of 

someone who has COVID-19.  

 Who do I call if I have a question about the status of my child’s results? 
o ReadyCheckGo Support:  

 Phone: 844-658-0388, Option 1 
 Email: readycheckgo@color.com 
 Daily, 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. CST  

 

Health Screener Questionnaire 

At-Home Daily Health Checklist: All staff will complete a daily health checklist at home before they come to school 
using the CPS health screening questions. This checklist will not need to be submitted online. If you test positive for 
COVID-19, please self-report at cps.edu/COVIDresults. 
 

Medical Compliance 
Chicago Public Schools requires that your child be medically prepared to attend in-person school. All students are 
required to have a complete record of all immunizations.  If your child is not in medical compliance, a Health Services 

Needed Notice will be sent home with your child on Friday, October 1. At the 6th grade, students are 
required to a dose of TDP and MCV4; please check with your child’s physician.  You are to email your 
child’s immunization records to Principal Pollard dpollard1@cps.edu or faxed them to the school at 
(773) 535-0525 by October 15, 2021.  Any student NOT in medical compliance will be excluded from 
school on Monday, October 18, 2021. 
 
 

Gym Uniform  

Most gym uniforms have been distributed to students.  There is still a delay of sweatpants and sweatshirts.  Upon arrival 
of these items, students and parents will be notified. If you have any questions, concerning gym uniforms, you may 
contact Mrs. Roberson, Assistant Principal at (773) 535-0530 or by email at segriffin@cps.edu.  Thank you for your 
patience.  
 

School Communications 

Parents may receive important school-wide communications and updates from the school via REMIND (i.e. monthly 
parent newsletter, district-wide information, etc…) Parents are highly encouraged to sign-up for 
REMIND.  Go to the school’s website www.carnegie.cps.edu, go to the top of the page, click “Parents”, 
click “REMIND” and then click the REMIND icon for instructions. 
 

 

   

https://www.cps.edu/sites/back-to-school/support/cps-account/
https://www.cps.edu/services-and-supports/parent-and-student-portal/parent-portal/
mailto:readycheckgo@color.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tssQz9DbiMVvoz0esQfF8ztt5x0Qjy4npntfXFBRD0o/preview
http://cps.edu/COVIDresults
mailto:dpollard1@cps.edu
mailto:segriffin@cps.edu
http://www.carnegie.cps.edu/


 

ASPEN Parent Portal 

To access the ASPEN Parent Portal, all current portal users and parents who are interested in 
creating an account for the first time must set up a new account.  You should have received a 
signup email with a security code from ASPEN.  If you did not receive the signup email, you may 
contact Mrs. Roberson, Assistant Principal at segriffin@cps.edu.  For additional information and 
videos on how to access ASPEN Parent Portal, please click 
https://cps.edu/Pages/parentresources.aspx 

 
 Friday, October 1, 2021 

o 1st Quarter Progress reports will be distributed to students. 

 Monday, October 11, 2021 

o No School - Indigenous Peoples’ Day 

 Monday, October 25, 2021 
o High School Fair for 7th & 8th graders from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. (students only). 

 

Attendance  

When your child must stay home from school, please follow CPS procedures to notify the school in writing or by telephone 
and provide a valid explanation so your student is not considered truant. CPS recognizes six reasons for an absence to be 
considered excused:  

 student illness 

 observance of a religious holiday (absence note required) 

 death in the immediate family 

 family emergency 

 circumstances which cause reasonable concern to the parent for their child's safety or health (must be approved 
by the principal) 

 other situations beyond the control of the student (as determined by principal) 
 

Main Office Hours 

The school office hours are daily from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  You may contact an Administrator or Coordinator as follows: 
 
 

 

 

       

       

 

 

 

 

 

       

      Principal Pollard 

Mrs. Docilla Pollard, Principal 
dpollard1@cps.edu 
(773) 535-0530 or (773) 251-7181 
 
Mrs. Shirley Roberson, Assistant Principal 
segriffin@cps.edu 
(773) 535-0530 or (773) 251-0939 
 
Dr. Dina Egonmwan, Case Manager 
dlegonmwan@cps.edu 
(773) 535-0528 or (773) 255-3551 
 
Mr. Kei Ishimaru, School Counselor (Kdg-3rd) 
kishimaru@cps.edu 
(773) 535-0530 
  
 

 

Ms. Arma Adams, School Counselor (4th-8th) 
ajduncan@cps.edu 
(773) 535-0530 
 
Mrs. Franci Boateng, IB-MYP/Gifted Coordinator 
fbnimpson@cps.edu 
(773) 535-0661 
 
Mrs. Deneen Burrage-Brown, STLS Coordinator 
dburrage-brown@cps.edu 
(773) 535-0531 
 
Mrs. Felicia Morgan-Percy, 
Enrollment/Transfer/Attendance Coordinator 
fdmorgan@cps.edu 
(773) 535-0530 
  
 

 

“Growing Greatness” 
School website: https://www.carnegie.cps.edu/ 

Follow us on Twitter: ACSCOUGARS 

 
Parent Portal 
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